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July 11, 2016

Re: Complaint Against Anthony Portantino and Anthony Portantino Congressional
Exploratory Committee

Dear Mr. Petalas,

I am filing this complaint to seek an immediate investigation into Anthony Portantino and
the Anthony Portantino Congressional Exploratory Committee’s unlawful comingling of state
and federal fum‘:ls and transferring them into his federal committee under the auspices of a “loan
repayment” despit.e that his state committee disclosures list them merely as transfers or :neglect to

report them at all. As set forth more fully below:

Anthony Portantino, personally, and through agents of his cémpaign, transferred
$275,000 from his state committee, Anthony Portantino for Senate 2016, into his federal
committee, Anthony Portantino Congressional Exploratory Committee.” VIdLATION OF 11
CFR 110.3(d).

Anthony Portantino Congressional Exploratory Committee is a political committee under the
Federal Election Campaign Act and the principal committee for Anthony Portantino’s

exploration of a congressional campaign.



Anthony Portantino for Senate 2016 is a candidate-controlled state committee under the

regulatory jurisdiction of the California Fair Political Practices Commission and is Anthony

Portantino’s vehicle for his campaign for the state senate in California.

)

2)

3)

OnJ une 305 2_‘01 5,.An_thony Portantino transferred _funds to Anthony Portantino for
Senate 2016, .ﬁ:om Anthony Portantino Congressional Exploratory Committee in the
amount of $275,000. Although his federal committee reports this transfer of funds as a
“loan,” his state committee reports it as a transfer of contributions without 'any indication
that the funds being transferred were a loan. (See FEC quarterly report filed July 2015
and FPPC Form 460 filed July 2015.)

On February 4, 2016, Portantino for Senate 2016 transferred $275,000 to Anthony
Portantino Congressional Exploratory Committee. Although the federal committee
reports this as a “loan repayment,” his state commirttee does not report the transaction at
all as required by the California Political Reform Act. (See FEC Quarterly Report filed
April 2016 and FPPC Form 460 filed April 2016.)

This transfer of funds from state committee to federal committee is a violation of 11

CFR 1-10.3(d). The state and federal funds were co-miﬁgled and transferred to the federal
co;nmittee, which violates soft money restrictions. The federal committee disclosures list
the transaction as a “loan,” but this is not a true loan because it was not réported as such
on the state committee’s disclosures. The way in which the transaction was conducted
creates the fairest perception of it as a transfer of funds, the transfer back of which
violates the law, not as a loan. Indeed, the transaction was reported on each disclosure —

state or federal — in the way that would most inflate the value of the committee’s assets.




Anthony Portantino should not be allowed to mislead the public through his
misrepresentations. |

4) FEC Advisory Opinion 2002-08 makes clear that the reason behind the “no state to
federal transfers” rule is to prevent funds raised outside of federal source.and amount
limits from being transferred to a candidate’s federal committee. In the instant matter,
although funds were raised originally under the federal limits and source prohibitions,
Anthony Portantino has not segregated the funds. In Advisory Opinion 1980-130, in
which the Commission approved of a transfer back of federal funds, the state committee
had maintained a separate bank account and took steps to ensure that the state and federal
funds were separate'. By contrast, Anthony Portantino has not maintained a separate
account for the federal funds and has not shown that the funds raised under limits and
source prohibitions were not comingled. Thus, the transfer back violates 11 CFR

110.3(d).

I request that the Federal Election Commission take all actions necessary and appropriate
to prohibit the violation of the soft-money prohibitions of the FECA and to punish such

violations to the full extent of the law.

Sincerely,

NANCY GARCIA ¢
Commission # 2101381
Notary Public - California

Los Angeles County

5> My Comm, Expires Feb 26, 20198

\;

Ramon Miramontes

' Pasadena, California 91103
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Sworn to the truth of the allegations made herein on personal information or based on

information and belief this f‘@day of July, 2016 in Uc Q@m;’?-- I/Z/ —Cali




CALIFORNIA JURA'I' WITH AFFIAN'I‘ STATEMENT GOVERNMENT CODE § 8202
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Commission # 2101381 proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence
Notary Public - Callfornia ¢ to be the personisy who appeared before me.

Los Angeles County
My Comm. Explres Feb 26, 2019
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